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awkward position. Participating in the coalition government,,
they must oppose the Yogoslav claim; otherwise they will be
isolated. The  Russians also are in a queer position. They can,
let down their proteges neither in Yugoslavia nor in Italy. The
result of their diplomatic rope-dancing is an appalling deteriora-
tion of the international situation, and degeneration of Com- -
munism.    The   Communists   in   France   and   Germany are-
also  in a similarly awkward position. The French Communists -
must  stand   for   the   security   of France, and that means-
detachment of the Ruhr Valley from Germany, that is, dis-
memberment of Germany.  If the French Communists do not.
stand for that, they will be swept off in the next elections. On.
the other hand, the German Communists,   true to Russian,
indoctrination, stand for a   united   Germany under a Com-
munist government. Whom are the Russians going to support ?'
You see, Communism   has    degenerated into   Nationalism.
Having degenerated into Nationalism, it has ceased to be Com--
munism. It has ceased to be an ideal for people who look
beyond national rivalries and jealousies, towards an order of"
human brotherhood and   commonwealth.  Since Communism.
can no longer provide that ideal, it has ceased to be the banner
of revolution.  Communism and the  Communist Parties should.,
not be identified. There is very little of Communism in the
political practice of the Communist Parties.  What is the use
of cherishing an ideal which has been discarded by its  prota-
gonists ? The Communist Parties should honestly admit that
they are adjusting their political practice to a new situation,.
and, as a logical sequel to the admission, discard their  dogmas-
and revise their theoretical presuppositions.   In that case, there^
will be no point in calling themselves Communist Parties.
There is yet another reason for the Russians to keep up the
Communist Parties in other countries, ia spite of all the emba-
rrassment resulting from the policy. They are to serve as
instruments in the struggle for the leadership of Europe. The
rival is the so-called democratic Socialism or Western Socialism.
Here we come to the parallel process of polarisation of the
European situation. It is ideological polarisation. The struggle
between dictatorial Communism and democratic Socialism for
the leadership of the European working class is as old as the